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Council Agenda
Contact: Steven Corrigan, Democratic Services Manager
Telephone number 07717 274704
Email: steven.corrigan@southandvale.gov.uk
Date: 1 December 2020
Website: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Summons to attend
a meeting of Council
to be held on Wednesday 9 December 2020 at 7.00 pm 
as a virtual meeting
To watch this virtual meeting, follow this link to the council’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTj2pCic8vzucpzIaSWE3UQ

Margaret Reed
Head of Legal and Democratic 

Alternative formats of this publication are available on request.  These 
include large print, Braille, audio, email and easy read. For this or any 
other special requirements (such as access facilities) please contact 
the officer named on this agenda.  Please give as much notice as 
possible before the meeting.

mailto:carole.nicholl@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTj2pCic8vzucpzIaSWE3UQ
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Agenda
Open to the public including the press

1. Apologies for absence 
  
To record apologies for absence.

2. Minutes 
(Pages 6 - 25) 
 
To adopt and sign as a correct record the Council minutes of the meetings held on 7 and 
22 October 2020 - attached.  

3. Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest 
  
To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of items on the 
agenda for this meeting.   

4. Urgent business and chair's announcements 
  
To receive notification of any matters which the chair determines should be considered 
as urgent business and the special circumstances which have made the matters urgent, 
and to receive any announcements from the chair.  

5. Public participation 
  
To receive any questions or statements from members of the public that have registered 
to speak.  

6. Petitions 
  
To receive any petitions from the public.  

7. Civil parking enforcement 
(Pages 26 - 190) 
 
Cabinet, at its meeting on 4 December 2020, will consider a report on the formal 
application to the Department for Transport to implement civil parking enforcement in the 
district.

The report of the head of housing and environment, which Cabinet will consider on 4 
December, is attached.

Cabinet’s recommendations will be circulated to all councillors.

8. Treasury management mid-year monitoring report 2020/21 
(Pages 191 - 206) 
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Cabinet, at its meeting on 4 December 2020, will consider a monitoring report on the 
treasury management activities for the first six months of 2020/21 and an update on the 
current economic conditions with a view to the remainder of the year.  

The Joint Audit and Governance Committee considered the report at its meeting on 26 
November 2020. The committee resolved to note the treasury management mid-year 
monitoring report 2020/21 and was satisfied that the treasury activities are carried out in 
accordance with the treasury management strategy and policy.
  
The report of the interim head of finance, which Cabinet will consider on 4 December 
2020, is attached. 

Cabinet’s recommendations will be circulated to all councillors.

9. Council Tax Base 2021/22 
(Pages 207 - 210) 
 
Cabinet, at its meeting on 4 December 2020, will consider a report on the council tax 
base for 2021/22.

The report of the interim head of finance, which Cabinet will consider on 4 December, is 
attached.

Cabinet’s recommendations will be circulated to all councillors.

10. Report of the leader of the council 
  

1. To receive the report of the leader of the council.

2. Urgent cabinet decisions 

In accordance with the Scrutiny Committee Procedure Rules, a Cabinet or Cabinet 
member decision can be taken as a matter of urgency, if any delay by the call in 
process would seriously prejudice the council’s or the public’s interest or that the 
decision cannot reasonably be deferred.  Treating the decision as a matter of 
urgency must be agreed by the chair of the Scrutiny Committee and must be 
reported to Council, together with the reasons for urgency.

Council is requested to note the details of the following urgent decision. 

Additional Restrictions Grant 

On 13 November 2020, Councillor Bethia Thomas, Cabinet member for 
Community Engagement, took a decision to approve the Vale of White Horse 
District Council’s Additional Restrictions Grant Scheme attached in appendix A to 
the decision notice and authorise the interim head of development and 
regeneration, in consultation with the Cabinet member for community 
engagement, to determine the use of remaining funding.

The chair of the Scrutiny Committee agreed to waive call in due to the 
Government requirement for the grant fund to open and weekly update reports to 
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be provided by mid November 2020. 

11. Questions on notice 
  
To receive questions from councillors in accordance with Council procedure rule 33.  

Question from Councillor Paul Barrow to Councillor Catherine Webber, Cabinet 
Member for Climate Emergency and Environment

“Given the aspirations outlined in the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan and 
Defra’s Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, what is being done or is planned for the next five 
years in terms of increased biodiversity and nature recovery in the Vale?”

12. Motions on notice 
  
Motion to be proposed by Councillor Bob Johnston and seconded by Councillor 
David Grant

Council notes the growing popularity of wild swimming, paddling, kayaking and paddle 
boarding in the River Thames and its tributaries and, more importantly, the intrinsic value 
of clean water and healthy, biodiverse rivers.

The UK water companies are permitted to release raw sewage into waterways in specific 
circumstances, under licence from the Environment Agency.  Regulators rely on self-
reporting on the part of the water companies and there is no way for river users to know 
in real time when these Controlled Sewage Overflows (CSO’s) happen.
In 2017 Thames Water received the largest fine ever handed to a water utility for an 
environmental disaster after it spilled raw sewage into the Thames, with the judge stating 
that the company had a history of non-compliance.  However, the issue of water 
cleanliness persists.  Data from the River Trust revealed that Thames Water’s sewage 
treatment works spilled raw sewage into the upper Thames, between Lechlade and 
Reading, more than 1,300 times in 2019, for 17,000 hours in total. 
Hundreds of beaches around the UK have Bathing Quality Water status, this ensures 
that the Environment Agency monitors and reports on water quality throughout the 
bathing season.
Only a handful of inland lakes, and no rivers, have Bathing Quality Water status.
Recognising the intrinsic importance of the river Thames as a natural asset of national 
significance and its value to our communities, this Council:-

1. Asks officers to work with appropriate partners such as the Environment Agency, 
the Rivers Trust and Surfers against Sewage to begin the process of applying for 
Bathing Quality Water status for the river Thames in the Vale of White Horse.

2. Commits to taking part in the meetings of councils from along the River that are 
being hosted by South Oxfordshire District Council’s Thames Champion, 
Councillor Jo Robb, to discuss opportunities for our council to join others in 
promoting and working towards cleaner rivers.

3. Asks the Leader to write to Thames Water calling on them to (a) draft and 
implement an action plan for the elimination of CSO’s across its sewage treatment 
network and (b) to provide accurate, real-time publicly available information about 
CSO’s into the Thames and its tributaries.
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4. Asks the Leader to write to the Vale’s two MPs asking them to support Philip 
Dunne MP’s Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill when it has its second reading in 
Parliament on 15 January 2021.  

5. Aims to build on opportunities to influence Thames Water’s practices – such as 
our successful application to become a strategic partner in Thames Water’s 
Surface Water Management Programme for 2020-2025.


